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the filing of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 
§ 1.53(d), within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 
§1.491 in an international application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or 
before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request for continued examination 
under 37 CFR §1.1 14. 
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deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-145(5 
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